Video Production Course Outline

Course Intention:

This course is designed to expand your ability to analyze and tell stories using video, both through shooting and editing your ideas.  You will be working in groups, developing trust, negotiating ideas and more than anything, using your unique skill sets to create video productions that have integrity and generate interest among your peers. You must be curious, serious, self-motivated and trustworthy.  You will be handling expensive delicate equipment that requires care and attention.  Please respect the space, the equipment and each other.

You will need to make a shift in thought from being a culture consumer to culture producer.  This course should not be a passive experience.  Successful film students use their time in class to move projects and ideas forward.


Brief and Abbreviated Overview:

September – mid October: Introduction to equipment and concepts in filming.  Exercises to familiarize students with seeing and filming like a filmmaker.  Intro to VIFF, Short of the Week, film analysis, visual progression and story generating. Emphasis will be on watching and responding to film from a variety of genres and sources.

Late October – December: Exploring Film making and editing; Script writing, story boarding, lighting, editing (continued) and unity.  Students will be expected to shoot a short fictional film off timetable.  Class time will be used to edit, watch influential filmmakers and collaborate on completing projects.

Jan to April: Exploring Documentary filmmaking; Interviews, soundscapes, big ideas in small spaces and the filmmakers who have made a difference.  Continuing with exploration in editing and post-production.

*** May:  Vancouver Technical hosts Vancouver District Film Festival:  All groups must have a submission that is festival worthy.  Class decides which films will be shown to represent Britannia. 

May – June:  PSA:  Creating a short film that communicates an urgent message. 

Grading:
See attached rubric

Expectation:
I expect students to be self-motivated, engaged and curious.  Students should use class time efficiently and effectively.  Making a film always takes longer than you think it will, and the people you work with will determine the ultimate pace of your completion.  Choose wisely.  You are marked as a group.  There will be no group larger than 4 people due to efficiency and accountability within the group.  Assessment is based on peer evaluation, instructor observation/interaction and rubric based criteria.


Building Your Caché:

You are expected to watch film outside of class time.  Mainstream film is great, but you will learn more about film making by finding film that is made independently and/or part of the festival circuit.  Below are some resources for you to check out. 
[bookmark: _GoBack] 
They include websites, festivals and events.

VIFF:  Vancouver International Film Festival:  http://www.viff.org/ 
F1rst Weekend Club:  http://firstweekendclub.ca
Short of the Week:  https://www.shortoftheweek.com/
Every Frame a Painting: https://www.youtube.com/user/everyframeapainting
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